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MITCHELL FREEWAY — EXTENSION 

333. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Mitchell Freeway extension from Hester Avenue to Romeo Road expected to cost around 
$215 million and the recent multibillion-dollar federal government funding package that included $108 million for 
that extension and, of course, today’s unemployment data, which confirms that under the Premier’s government, 
WA continues to have the highest unemployment rate in the country. Why is the government refusing to start this 
shovel-ready, job-creating road extension? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Let me start with the second part of the question about the employment figures. What the employment figures 
show is that since we have been in office, 35 000 new jobs have been created in Western Australia. When the 
Leader of the Opposition was in office, in the last two years of the Liberal–National government, 22 000 people 
left the labour force. We now have an increase in the participation rate and more people attempting to join the 
workforce because they have confidence in the Western Australian economy. As we know, job figures or 
unemployment figures have come down. They are volatile, but participation is increasing. On top of that, I want to 
draw members’ attention to what I thought was, in this context, very important news today; namely, business 
confidence in Western Australia has soared to its highest levels in seven years. I have a copy of The West Australian 
story about that issue. The West Australian points out on page 3 today how business confidence is at a seven-year 
high. I want to quote someone who is very relevant in this regard, and that is Rick Newnham. Rick Newnham is 
a good fellow. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: All I can hear is a wall of noise. You have asked a question; listen to the answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia has done some very good 
analysis of this. I will quote Rick Newnham — 

…This puts business confidence for the short and long-term back at mid-boom levels—the highest in 
over seven years … 

This is a stark difference to just under three years ago when business confidence bottomed out … 

Who was in government then and who was the Treasurer? You were! The CCI knows that this is a government 
that is doing the hard work to get finances back under control and create jobs in Western Australia. 

It is true that a few weeks ago the Prime Minister and I joined to announce a significant commonwealth investment 
in Western Australia, something the former government could not achieve. The Prime Minister and I had a good 
discussion, a good meeting and good negotiations leading up to that significant investment. Much of the money is 
in the budget of the Western Australian government handed down last week. But, of course, the commonwealth 
money stretches out to 2025. We will be seeking further commonwealth money. I know that when the Liberal Party 
was in office, all it did was blow state money but we want further commonwealth money because we have 
a national transport agreement still coming and a federal election still coming. We will seek further contribution 
from the commonwealth. Our basic position is that the federal government should contribute 80–20. That is our 
basic position on these things. From memory, that is what we secured with the Bunbury ring-road, which Labor is 
building. That is what we secured there and we will seek an 80–20 arrangement in the future on these sorts of road 
projects. I know where the Leader of the Opposition got his question today—Christian Porter put out a press 
release on 16 May; Christian Porter, a former Treasurer and one of the ones who wrecked the state’s finances—
there were seven of them in the former government. I note the headline of his press release, and I quote — 

Wherefore Art Thou in the State Budget is Romeo Road? 

I can really see how Christian Porter appeals to the good people of Ellenbrook with his turn of phrase! 

We will be seeking further commonwealth money. It is not over yet. The federal election is a year away. 
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